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Thursday 12th January  

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Following a PSHE lesson this week, it has been brought to our attention that a significant number number of Y6 children are using 
social media apps such as TikTok, WhatsApp and Snapchat without the appropriate privacy settings in place.   
 
We do appreciate that in today’s society we have to embrace technology, exposure to social media and so on. Children feel 
pressure to conform with their peers and there are positives and negatives around this. However, children using social media does 
present associated risk; this is why the minimum age for social media membership is 13. 
 
Children in school who are using social media in some cases have many thousands of followers, the majority of whom are not 
known to them, but who can contact them via apps and messaging. We are coming across such examples in school on a more 
regular basis. 
 
It is recommended that children under the age of 13 should not use Snapchat, Twitter, TikTok or Facebook and WhatsApp is 
recommend for those over 16 years.  However, as we know children are using these apps, we have a responsibility to advise on 
them on how to stay safe when using them. 
 
We would very much appreciate your awareness and it would be helpful to check your child’s phone regularly and set up linked 
accounts if your child is using social media, in order that you can monitor their communication and ultimately, keep them safe.  It’s 
also very important to regularly talk to your child about online safety, so they are aware of the dangers but also so that they know 
that they can approach you if they see anything concerning. 
 
Setting up parental controls on the internet at home and on your child’s device is a great way to start keeping you child safe.  This 
includes the following: 
 

• Set up home broadband/WiFi parental controls with your internet provider. 

• Set controls on search engines, ensuring you child uses child-friendly search engines.  

• Use privacy settings on apps and devices which will ensure that there is a limit on who can see your child’s information 
and posts. 

• Block pop-ups on all devices and this often leads to children seeing inappropriate content. 

• Supervise your child’s use of their devices and time spent online. 
 
Some children have also been using inappropriate language in messages to one another, particularly on group chats, so we have 
attached a useful information sheet for parents regarding group messages.   More general information can be found on the 
NSPCC’s website: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 
 
Should you have any further questions about this, or wish to discuss the matter further, please do not hesitate to contact the class 
teacher or myself. 
 
Many thanks for support with this. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
Mr Clucas, Mrs Dunn and Mrs Oldfield 
Designated Safeguarding Lead and SENDCo 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

