
Year 3 Autumn 1 Overview
Subject Key Skills Themes/ 

Critical Thinking Questions 

Reading Material - reasons 
for choice of fiction, non-
fiction, poems, rhymes. 

Or  
Key Vocabulary   

Entitlement  
Experience  

Literacy GPS: 
Prepositions, noun 

phrases, sentence types - 
statement, question, 

exclamation, command, 
conjunctions, secure use of 

punctuation - . ? ! ,  

Reading:  
Reading text - Stig of the 

Dump and non-fiction 
books based on the Stone 

Age. 
Consolidate understanding 

of VIPERS - Vocabulary, 
Inference, Prediction, 

Explain, Retrieval, 
Summarise    

Sequence and discuss 
main events in stories  
Raise question during 

reading to deepen 
understanding  

Writing: 
Analyse multiple text 

examples.  
Discuss and understand 

the audience, purpose and 
effect.  

Pick out and discuss the 
success criteria.  

Plan skeleton framework of 
writing.  

Independently draft and 
edit a piece of writing. 

Genres to be covered:  
Instructions, diary entry, setting 

description, fictional story 
writing.  

Purpose:  
Writing to instruct -  

Instructions  

Writing to inform - diary entry  

Writing to inform and entertain 
- setting description  

Writing to entertain - fictional 
story writing.  

Links to our history topic of 
the Stone Age -  

How to Wash a Wooly 
Mammoth  

Cave Baby  

Stone Age Boy  



Numeracy Place value  
Read and write numbers to 

1000 in numerals and 
words.  

Identify the value of each 
digit in a 3 digit number.  

Compare and order 
numbers up to 1000. 

Addition and subtraction  
Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a 
calculation base upon the 

numbers involved.  
Add and subtract using a 

formal method.  
Solve problems , including 
missing number problems.   

Multiplication and 
division 

Choose an appropriate 
strategy to solve a 

calculation based on the 
numbers involved.  

Understand that division is 
the inverse of 

multiplication and vice 
Vera’s a.  

Recall and use 
multiplication and division 

facts for the 3, 4 and 8 
times tables.  

Solve problems, including 
middling number 

problems, involving 
division (and interpreting 

remainders)  and 
multiplication.  

• Money 
• Find different combinations 

of coins that equal the 
same amount.. 

• Recognise and use symbols 
for pound and pence and 

understand that the 
decimal point separates 

pounds and pence.  
• Recognise that ten 10p 

coins equal £1 and that 
each coin is 1/10 of £1.  

Fractions   
Show practically or pictorially 
that a fraction is one whole 
number divided by another.  
Understand that finding a 

fraction of an amount relates to 
division.  

Recognise that tenths arise 
from dividing objects into 10 
equal parts and in dividing 

one-digit numbers of 
quantities by 10.  

Mental methods  
4 operations  

Rounding numbers to the 
nearest 10 and 100  

Number bonds  
Times tables  

Key Vocabulary:  
Subtraction  

Subtract, minus, less, decrease, 
take away, fewer, find the difference  

Addition  
Add, more, plus, increase, total, 

sum, altogether  
Multiplication  

Multiply, product, times, array, 
groups of, lots of, multiplied by, 

repeated addition, product  
Division  

Divided by, divide, share, group, 
divisible by, share equally  

Science Ask relevant scientific 
questions.  

Compare and group 
together different types of 
rocks on the basis of their 
appearance and simple 

physical properties.  

Describe in simple terms 
how fossils are formed. 

True or false? All rocks are the 
same.  

Always, sometimes, never - 
Rocks are always hard.  

Agree, build challenge - Rocks 
are all formed the same way. 

Prove it.  

True or false? Fossils are rocks. 
Explain. 

Key Vocabulary 
Density  

Malleable  
Porous  

Retentive  
Formation  

Sedimentary  
Igneous  

Metamorphic  
Organic  

Hue  
Deposition  
Oxidisation  

Fossils  
Formation 

Year 3 Autumn 1 Overview
Subject Key Skills Themes/ 

Critical Thinking Questions 

Reading Material - reasons 
for choice of fiction, non-
fiction, poems, rhymes. 

Or  
Key Vocabulary   

Entitlement  
Experience  



History Develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, 
local and world history  

Study changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age  

Understand that history is 
constructed from a range 

of sources  

Note connections, 
contrasts and trends over 

time  

Prehistoric humans weren’t 

intelligent.’ True or false. 

Justify your answer.  

What can you infer from Stone 

Age artefacts?  

How do we know there was a 

Stone Age?  

Why did Stone Age people 

start to live communally?  

How significant was Stone 

Henge to Stone Age Humans? 

Key vocabulary 
Archaeologists  

Artefacts 
Settlements  
Prehistory  

Palaeolithic  
Mesolithic  
Neolithic  

BC  
Hunter gatherers  

Dwellings  
Era 

Sources 
Ochre  

Significance 
Reliability  

Hypothesis 

Geography Name and locate countries 
of the UK and it’s 

geographical regions.  

Name and locate counties 
and cities of the UK and 
identify their human and 
physical  characteristics 
and land use patterns.  

What makes my county, 

Lancashire, special?  

Do all British counties have a 

similar culture? 

Key vocabulary 
Country 
County  

City  
River  
Town  

Tourism  
Human  
Physical  

Hills  
Mountains  

Coasts 

Computing To design, write and 
debug programs that 

accomplish specific goals, 
including controlling or 

simulating physical 
systems.  

Can you create python code to 
get from one side of the 

physical maze to the other? 

Can you test out python code 
to get to another location in 

school?  

Can you create a warm up 
routine using photon code for 

loops? 

 

Key vocabulary 
Algorithm, 
Instruction 
Command 
Sequence 

Debug 
Loops 
Repeat 

Decomposition 
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RE Religion - Sikhism - Khalsa   Does joining the Khalsa make a 
person a better Sikh?  

What is Sikhism?  
Can you explain the Khalsa?  

How does the Armit ceremony 
work?  

True or false - SIkhism is 
nothing like Christianity?  

Key vocabulary:  
Religion  

Community 
Belonging 

Sikhism 
Guru Granth Sehib  

Gudwara  
Belief  

Responsibilities  
Respect  
Devotion  

Khalsa  
Christianity  

Ambit  
Ceremony  
Baptism  

Comparison 

Art To evaluate artists.  
Skills and techniques and 

creativity. 

Are all cave paintings 
decorative? Explain.  

How and why did early humans 
create art? 

True or false - Stone Age 
people could draw with rocks.  

What difficulties would Stone 
Age people have when 
creating their drawings?  

What is the most effective tool 
for a silhouette picture? 

Key vocabulary 
Symbols  
Charcoal 

Sticks 
Animal blood 

Fruits 
Sketching  

Tools  
Equipment  

Limited  
Technology 

Communication  
Represent  
Landscape  

Colour blocking 
Water colours  

Silhouette  
Foreground  
Background 

PSHE/RSE Reasoning  
Problem  
Solving  

Analysing  
Evaluating

What is a positive relationship?  
Why are rules different for 

different age groups?  
What’s the difference between 
bullying and unkind behaviour?  

How do your feelings affect 
others?  

How can you help others with 
their emotions? 

Key vocabulary 
Relationship  

Positive  
Negative 
Influence 
Decisions 

Rules  
Consequences  

Judgement  
Right 

Wrong  
Similar  

Different  
Emotions 
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Modern 
Foreign 

language - 
French

Engage in conversations; 
greetings, counting to 10, 

identify colours, family. 

How do we greet each other in 
French?  

How old are you? 
What is my favourite colour  

Who is in my family? 

Key vocabulary  
Bon jour, ca va?  
Je m’appelle…  

J’ai… ans 
Qui est dans ma famile?  

Music Explore music  
Create and compose music  

Appreciation  
Composition  

Creativity 

What effect is had when I make 
changes to the texture of 

music? 

Key vocabulary 
Texture 

Dynamics  
Instruments 

Perform using 
musical 

instruments 
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